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ready. -nor cruel, nor hateful, nor envious, nor mean," Phimie recited, "for all these are sicknesses of this fallen world-".Alone with Agnes, the physician said, "I want you to
take Barty to a specialist in Newport Beach. Franklin Chan. He's a wonderful ophthalmologist and ophthalmological surgeon, and right now we don't have anyone like that
here in town.".Houses made settling noises all the time. That was one reason why he couldn't rely much on sound to guide him through the darkness. A noise he thought
had been made by the weight of his tread might as easily have been produced by the house itself as it adjusted to the."I do, don't I," Rena agreed, as with one plump hand
she spread the pleated skirt of her brightly patterned dress..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as he would have wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a
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wasteland. Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a monument of weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun. Sometimes,
the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice, revealed in the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape, he walked slowly, though he had
the desire and the energy to proceed faster. His frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..Adoption records
would have been kept as secret from Celestina as from everyone else. But perhaps she knew something about the fate of her sister's bastard son that Junior didn't know, a
small detail that would seem insignificant to her but that might put him on the right trail at last..Junior knew that he must remain vigilant. Vigilant and focused until January
12 had come and gone. Eight days to go..As the last of the flan was served and Maria's girls took their seats once more, Barty blinked at the candles and said, "Gone now,"
even though the tiny spectrums still shimmered in the cut crystal. He turned his full attention to the flan with such enthusiasm that his mother soon stopped puzzling over
rainbows..The study was the size of a bathroom. The cramped space barely allowed for a battered pine desk, a chair, and one filing cabinet..He repressed the scream,
however, because he sensed that if he gave voice to it, he wouldn't be able to silence himself for a long long time..Intending to keep the front of the gallery under
surveillance from behind the wheel of his Mercedes, Junior checked the time as he walked toward the car. His wrist was bare, his Rolex missing..Aware of the dangers of
dehydration, he drank a bottle of water and put two half-gallon containers of Gatorade in the Suburban..In Junior's estimation, this was not the way that a normal person
lived. This was the home of a deranged loner, a dangerously obsessive man..These weren't lakes of blood, just smears, so Junior could wipe them up quickly, once he got
the corpse out of the hallway, but the sight of them further infuriated him. He was here to bring closure to all the unfinished business of Spruce Hills, to free himself from
vengeful spirits, to better his life and plunge henceforth entirely into a bright new future. He wasn't here, damn it, to do building maintenance..Overlaying the birthmark were
brighter stains. The plain face, less homely now, was less flat, too, pocked and torn into a new and horrendous geography..He was about to go in search of the canapes
when he half heard one of the guests mention Bartholomew to the reverend's daughter. Only the name rang on his ear, not the words that surrounded it..Wait here in the
car. Give them time to settle down. At this hour, they would put the kid to bed first. Then Ichabod and Celestina would go to their room, undress for the night..From time to
time, he halted, leaning against the walker as if in need of rest. He took care occasionally to grimace-convincingly, not too theatrically---and to breathe harder than
necessary..Outside, he discovered that some worthless criminal wretch had broken into his Suburban during the night. The suitcase and Book-of-the-Month selections were
gone. The creep even swiped the Kleenex, the chewing gum, and the breath mints from the glove, compartment..The wine tasted bitter, but Celestina knew that it was
sweet. The bitterness was in her, not in the legacy of the grape..Because she'd enjoyed some limited use of her right arm, it was less wasted than her left, although not
normal. Paul pulled down that sleeve of her pajamas..Agnes found herself drifting up. A frightening sense of weightlessness overcame her..Vanadium sat in the chair,
watching. With the perfect control of a sleight-of-hand artist, he turned a quarter end-over-end across the knuckles of his right hand, palmed it with his thumb, caused it to
reappear at his little finger, and rolled it across his knuckles again, ceaselessly..Barty's reading and writing skills appeared to be related to his talent for math, as well. To
him, language was first phonics, a sort of music that symbolized objects and ideas, and this music was then translated into written "syllables using the alphabet-which he
saw as a system of math employing twenty-six digits instead of ten..At worst, Vanadium might begin to wonder if Junior had a link to Seraphim, might uncover the
physical-therapy connection, and in his paranoia, might erroneously conclude that Junior had something to do with her traffic accident. That was nuts, of course, but the
detective was evidently not a rational man..Throughout the evening, Barty and Angel-sitting side by side and across the table from Paul-listened to the adults at times and
occasionally joined in the larger conversation, but primarily they talked between themselves. When the kids' heads weren't together conspiratorially, Paul could hear their
chatter, and depending on what else was being discussed around the table, he sometimes tuned in to it. He picked up on the word rhinoceros, tuned in, tuned out, but a
couple minutes later, he dialed back in when he realized that Celestina, sitting two places farther along the table from him, had risen from her chair and was staring in
amazement at the kids..which was tied a gift tag bearing a hand-printed message: With our compliments. Thanks for your business..The mortician and his assistant had
nearly finished dismantling the frame of the winch. Soon a worker would close the hole..Since the cops believed that Junior accidentally shot himself while searching for a
nonexistent burglar, he was already in their book as an idiot. If he tried to explain how Vanadium had tormented him with the quarter, and how a quarter turned up, of all
places, in his cheeseburger, they would figure him for a hopeless hysteric.."So where he threw the quarter," Barty said, as Angel listened intently and nodded her head,
"wasn't really into Gunsmoke, 'cause that's not a place, it's just a show. See, maybe he threw it into a place where I'm not blind, or into a place where he doesn't have that
messed-up face, or a place where for some reason you never came here today. There's more places than anybody could ever count, even me, and I can count pretty good.
That's what you feel, right-all the ways things are?".He didn't rely, either, on a sixth sense to detect obstacles or open spaces, which some blind people claimed to have.
Sometimes instinct told him that in his path was an object that ordinarily would not have been there; but as often as not, it went undetected, and unless he was using his
cane, he tripped over it. The sixth sense was greatly overrated..As Agnes slipped excess pillows out from behind him and eased him down into the covers, Barty half woke,
muttering about how the police were going to kill poor Lummox, who hadn't meant to do all that damage, but he'd been frightened by the gunfire, and when you weighed six
tons and had eight legs, you sometimes couldn't get around in tight places without knocking something over..For a while, Junior half convinced himself that the quarter in his
cheeseburger, in December '65, was a meaningless coincidence, unrelated to Vanadium. His short tour of the kitchen, in search of the perpetrator, had given him reason to
believe the diner's sanitary standards were inadequate. Recalling the greasy men on that culinary death squad, he knew that he'd been fortunate not to discover a dead
rodent spread-eagle on the melted cheese, or an old sock..Tom said, "Now I'm going to add a human touch and a spiritual spin to all this. When each of us comes to a point
where he has to make a significant moral decision affecting the development of his character and the lives of others, and each time he makes the less wise choice, that's
where I myself believe a new world splits off. When I make an immoral or just a foolish choice, another world is created in which I did the right thing, and in that world, I am
redeemed for a while, given a chance to become a better version of the Tom Vanadium who lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There are so many worlds with
imperfect Tom Vanadiums, but always someplace ... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a state of grace."."You must be thinking of someone else," she said, pushing a
wad of bills into his hand. "Me, I'm a jellyfish in high heels.".With a cry of alarm, he bolted to the bathroom and made it with not a second to spare. He seemed to be on the
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throne long enough to have witnessed the rise and fall of an empire..All windows opening onto the fire escape featured a laminated sandwich of glass and steel-wire mesh
to prevent easy access by burglars. Tom Vanadium knew all the tricks of the best B-and-E artists, but he didn't need to break in order to enter here..He got everything he
ordered-full value, and more. When he lifted off the top of the bun to squeeze mustard onto the burger, he discovered a shiny quarter pressed into the half-melted
cheese.."Simon's a funny duck," Vanadium said, "but I like him more than a little and trust him implicitly. He wanted to know what he could do to help. Initially, my speech
was slurred, I had partial paralysis in my left arm, and I'd lost fifty-four pounds. I wasn't going to be looking for Cain for a long time, but it turned out Simon knew where he
was.".From the moment the girl was admitted on the evening of January 5, the nurses at St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco called her Phimie, too, not because they knew
her well enough to love her, but because that was the name they heard Celestina use..And although Simon would have denied it, would even have joked that a conscience
was a liability for an attorney, he possessed a moral compass. When he traveled too far along the wrong trail, that magnetized needle in his soul led him back from the land
of the lost..too quiet and too patient to be the living-dead incarnation of a murdered wife. This was a predatory silence, an animal cunning, not a supernatural hush. This was
the elegant stillness of a panther in the brush,.When he woke in- the morning, he raised his head from the pillow to look at the alarm clock-and saw the twenty-five cents on
his nightstand. Two dimes and a nickel..Recently, Wally administered to Angel a set of apperception tests for three-year-olds, and the results indicated that she might not
ever be a math whiz or a verbal gymnast, but that she might be highly talented in other ways. Her appreciation of color, her innate understanding of the derivation of
secondary hues from the primary colors, her sense of spatial relationships, and her recognition of basic geometric forms regardless of the angle at which they were
presented were all far beyond what was exhibited by other kids her age. Wally said she was visually, rather than verbally, gifted, that she would undoubtedly exhibit
increasing precociousness in matters artistic, that she might follow Celestina's career path, and that she might even prove to be a prodigy.."Angel," Phimie said thickly,
searching her sister's eyes for a sign of understanding..Twilight, nearly gone and purple in the west, inspired a bright violet line along the crest of an incoming bank of bay
fog, as though the mist were shot through with a luminous vein of neon, transforming the entire sparkling city into a stylish cabaret just now opening for business. The night,
soft as a woman come to dance, carried a steely blade of cold in its black-silk skirts..Celestina breezed through the open door with Angel. "No vanilla wafers. You'll be up all
night with a sugar rush.".This device, which could automatically pick any lock with just a few pulls of its trigger, was sold strictly to police departments, and its distribution
was tightly controlled. On the black market it commanded such a high price that Junior could have bought the better part of a small Sklent painting for the same bucks..The
night was in flight, however, and he had a lot to do before it swooped straight into morning..When she was finished with the dishtowel, she returned to the dining room, and
though dinner was underway, she called for another toast. Raising her glass, she said, "To Maria, who is more than my friend. My sister. I can't let you talk about what I've
given you without telling your girls that you've given back more. You taught me that the world is as simple as sewing, that what seem to be the most terrible problems can
be stitched up, repaired." She raised her glass slightly higher. "First chicken to be come with first egg inside already. God bless.".An alley opened on Junior's left. He
stepped out of the crowd, into this narrow service way shaded by tall buildings, and walked even more briskly, still not quite running because he continued to believe that he
possessed the unshakable calm and self-control of a highly self improved man..Sparky wasn't a bad guy, not easily bought, and if he'd been asked to sell out any tenant
other than Cain, he probably wouldn't have done so at any price. He greatly disliked Cain, however, and considered him to be "as strange and creepy as a syphilitic
monkey.".Tom knew only three of the eight. Grace White, Angel, and Paul Damascus. The others were introduced quickly by Celestina. Agnes Lampion, their hostess.
Edom and Jacob Isaacson, brothers to Agnes. Maria Gonzalez, best friend to Agnes. And Barty..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to the
wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here, listening..The afternoon was winding down, and the lowering sky seemed to be drawn steadily toward the earth by
threads of gray light that reeled westward, ever faster, over the horizon's spool. The air smelled like rain waiting to happen..From the comer armchair, as if he could see so
well in the dark that he knew Junior's eyes were open, Detective Thomas Vanadium said, "Did you hear my entire conversation with Dr. Parkhurst?".The cemetery had been
mown for the holiday. The scent of fresh cut grass grew more intense the longer Agnes met her son's radiant green-blue gaze, until the fragrance became exquisitely
sweet..And though Barty was not shy, neither was he a show-off. He didn't seek praise for his accomplishments, and in fact, they were little known outside of his immediate
family. His satisfaction came entirely from learning, exploring, growing..Writing came with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in
the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself were enthusiastic, earnest,
and charming-but literally month by month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more contemplative..Now, here, all three on the street and vulnerable at
once-the man, Celestina, the bastard boy..According to the newspapers, the police also credited him with the murders of Naomi, Victoria Bressler, and Ned Gnathic (whom
they had connected to Celestina). He was wanted, too, for the attempted murder of Dr. Walter Lipscomb (evidently Ichabod), for the attempted murder of Grace White, and
for assault with intent to kill Celestina White and her daughter, Angel, and for the assault on Lenora Kickmule (whose foxtail-bedecked Pontiac he had stolen in Eugene,
Oregon)..When the attorney finally came on the line, he sounded put-upon, as though Junior were the equivalent of a troublesome toe that he would like to shoot
off..Through nine months of quiet panic, however, Phimie grew less rational week by week, resorting to reckless measures that endangered.He felt so happy, he was
improving every day in every way, life just got better-but then something happened that was worse than the shooting. It ruined his day, his week, the rest of his year..Dr.
Leland Daines, Celestina's internist, arrived directly from dinner at the Ritz-Carlton. Although Dairies had receding white hair and a seamed face, time had been kind
enough to make him look not so much old as dignified. Long in practice, he was nevertheless free of arrogance, soft-spoken and with a bottomless supply of
patience..Concerned that Junior's crying jag would trigger spasms of the abdominal muscles and ultimately another attack of hemorrhagic vomiting, the nurse had with her a
tranquilizer. She wanted him to use the apple juice to wash down the pill..Since childhood, he had been waiting for this moment-if indeed it was The Moment-and he had
nearly lost hope that the much-desired encounter would ever come to pass. He had expected to find others with his perceptions among physicists or mathematicians,
among monks or mystics, but never in the form of a three-year-old girl dressed all in midnight-blue except for a red belt and two red hair bows..He thought he heard the
tick-scrape-rattle-clink of Industrial Woman on the prowl. In the living room. Now the hall. Approaching..He had noted all seven names on the bassinets, but he read them
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again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a looming threat.."You know Mommy," Barty said, almost
desperately sponging up the sight of his little girl's face and wringing the images into his memory to sustain him in the next long darkness..A calico cat appeared at Tom's
side, running, pacing him. Cats were witches' familiars. Good luck or bad, this cat?
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